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SCHOOLMARM VISITS 
VIA STEAMBOAT
MISSOULA, Mont.---
Historical material dating back prior to the Custer Battle and Chief Joseph’s famous 
retreat, has been acquired by the University of Montana as a gift from Mr. Dick Giffin, Poison.
A trove of photos, letters, a Civil War diary, a ledger, legal documents and reminis­
cences of Missoula's first school teacher and its first postmaster, will fill many voids 
in the history of the area, according to UM Archivist Dale Johnson.
Giffin's great-grandmother, Emma Dickinson, journeyed to Montana in 1869 to visit her 
brother at Corvallis. Her memoirs of the trip include an account of Sioux Indians intimi­
dating the captain of the steamboat on which she was a passenger. The captain took the 
Indians aboard for a ride up the Missouri River to Ft. Bismarck.
Grounding on sandbars and stopping nights were parts of the six-week trip from Maryland 
which are described in her writings. Ft. Benton saw the end of the steamboat phase of the 
trip.
She was met by her brother at Ft. Benton and continued on to Corvallis in a wagon. That 
portion of the trip required a week with the two camping along the trail each night and 
sleeping in a tent.
She described Missoula as having no churches or schools but plenty of wide-open saloons, 
only one other single young lady and Indians racing horses all over the area.
The Civil War diary of her husband, W.H.H. Dickinson, tells of his unit maneuvering 
against Rebel forces along the Mississippi River in Missouri.
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In addition to his job as postmaster, Dickinson was also a merchant. His ledger of 
accounts lists transactions with familiar sounding names such as Chaffin, Woody, Demers, 
Deschamps, Ronan, Rankin, Worden, Higgins and many more.
The photos date back to 1875 and depict the area prior to the planting and growth 
of the trees that shade the city of Missoula today. Two of the photos suggest that the 
hazy atmosphere in the Missoula valley is not a modern-day invention.
Johnson described the material as being a "significant find of the early-day Missoula
area." He stated that the items will be cataloged and preserved for further study by 
historical scholars.
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